


Native 
Americans 
Native Americans 

have lived in what 

is now the United 

States for 

thousands of years.  

In that time, they 

developed many 

cultures.  Culture is 

the way of life of a 

group of people.  

View the next 

group of slides to 

learn about some 

Native American 

cultures. 



Chinook 

The Chinook lived 

in the northwest 

corner of the 

country.  It was an 

area with many tall 

trees and rivers.  

Each year the 

salmon returned 

from the ocean to 

the rivers.  The 

Chinook marked 

this return as a 

special time of 

year. 



Iroquois 

The Iroquois 

lived along the 

Great Lakes in 

the northeast 

part of the 

country.  They 

lived in a 

wooded area 

with many 

trees and rich 

soil.   



Anasazi 

The Anasazi 

lived in a hot, 

dry area called 

a desert in the 

southwest part 

of the country.  

They built 

communities on 

the walls of 

canyons and on 

mesas. 



Seminole 

The Seminole 

lived in a warm, 

wet area in the 

southeast part 

of the country. 

They had to 

build their 

houses on stilts 

because of 

flooding and 

swamp animals.  



How the Native American Cultures used  
Natural Resources… 

Tribe Water 
used for… 

Plants used 
for… 

Animals 
used for… 

Earth used 
for… 

Chinook Used water to drink Built homes out of 
logs from trees 

Used for food;  
hunted deer, elk, 
bears and whales;  
used cows for 
leather 

Told stories with 
petroglyphs on rock 
walls 

Iroquois Fresh drinking 
water; found 
beavers in water 

Grew corn, beans 
and squash; used 
bark from trees for 
walls of houses 

Used for food and 
trapped beavers 
for fur 

Soil used for 
planting food 

Anasazi Not much water 
available;  needed 
water to drink, for 
pottery and adobe 
for houses 

Used plants to 
make clothing and 
for food;  they 
made baskets 

Hunted deer, wild 
sheep and rabbits 
for food;  used 
deer skin for 
clothing 

Built homes in sides 
of canyons;  dug 
clay to make 
pottery 

Seminole Walked along 
waterways; too 
much water to grow 
plants 

Used many wild 
plants for food:  
plums, berries, 
nuts, acorns; made 
houses out of plants 

Birds used for 
feathers for 
decorations;  used 
animals in stories; 
hunted alligators 

Some Earth was 
damaged by Andrew 
Jackson and slaves 
burning villages 



Powhatan 

The Powhatan lived 

in an area with rivers 

and a bay, a part of 

the ocean that is 

partly enclosed by 

the coast.  They 

farmed and hunted 

for food.  They used 

pine trees to build 

houses and make 

bows and arrows.  

They made canoes 

by carving out trees. 



Jamestown 

In 1607, English 

settlers sailed to 

the area that is 

now the state of 

Virginia.  They set 

up a colony there.  

A colony is a place 

that is ruled by 

another country.  

Jamestown, after 

the king of 

England, James I. 



Jamestown 
Natural 
Resources 

The English had 

high hopes for their 

new colony.  The 

land was rich in 

natural resources.  

Meadows could 

become farmland.  

Trees and furs 

could be sent back 

to England.  Some 

settlers even 

thought there was 

gold and silver! 



The English 
and the 
Powhatan 

The colonists 

found life hard in 

Jamestown.  By 

winter, more 

than half of 

them had died of 

diseases and 

hunger.  Their 

leader, John 

Smith got help 

from the 

Powhatan chief.   



Use of 
Natural 
Resources 

The Powhatan had 

lived in the area for 

more than a thousand 

years.  They knew the 

land well.  They showed 

the colonists how to 

hunt and fish.  They 

also taught the 

colonists how to grow 

corn, beans and squash.  

This helped the 

colonists struggle on. 



Problems in Jamestown 

They were low 
on food.  People 

starved! 

No money.  
No way to 

make money! 

Bad water made 
them sick.  

Diseases made 
them sick.  

Many had died! 

They were still 
owned by 

England.  They 
were not free! 



A New 
Idea 

Even with the help of the 

Powhatan, the colonists still 

struggled.  In 1612, John Rolfe 

started growing a new crop.  It 

was tobacco and it was very 

popular in England.  The 

colonists made a lot of money 

growing tobacco.  In 1614, 

Rolfe married Pocahontas, the 

daughter of the chief and this 

began a long period of peace 

between the colonists and the 

Native Americans. 



Slavery Comes 
to the Colonies 

The colonists 

wanted to make 

more money by 

growing more 

tobacco.  To do 

this, they needed 

more workers.  

The first shipload 

of slaves came to 

Jamestown from 

Africa in 1619.  

Slavery did not 

end until the 

1860’s. 



Building New 
Communities 

In 1775, the 

Revolutionary War began 

between England and the 

13 colonies.  The war, led 

by George Washington, 

lasted 6 years until the 

United States of 

America became a free 

country.  During the next 

century, or 100 years, 

new communities spread 

all the way to the Pacific 

Ocean! 



The 
Pathfinder 

Daniel Boone was known as the 

“Pathfinder”.  He explored the 

frontier, the edge of the country 

where groups of people are just 

starting to settle.  In 1769, Daniel 

Boone found Native American trails 

that went west through the 

mountains.  From these trails, he 

created Wilderness Road and this 

led him to what is now the state of 

Kentucky.  In 1779, he moved west 

again to settle what is now the 

state of Missouri.  He is known for 

his courage and leadership. 



An Incredible 
Journey 

In 1803, the United States 

bought land from France called 

the Louisiana Territory.  Since 

the land was west of the 

Mississippi River, President 

Thomas Jefferson hired two 

explorers named Lewis and Clark 

to find out about the area.  They 

left Missouri in 1804 and 

explored for 2 years, mapping out 

the land.  Their maps later helped 

settlers to move west. 



Sacagawea 
A Shoshone Indian 

woman named 

Sacagawea helped Lewis 

and Clark on their 

journey by translating 

the languages of the 

Native Americans they 

met along the way.  

With her help, Lewis 

and Clark reached the 

Pacific Ocean in 

November, 1805.  



Heading West 
Explorers like Daniel Boone and Lewis 

and Clark helped open trails that led 

people west.  In the 1840’s and 1850’s, 

thousands of Americans followed the 

trails to start new lives in the west.  

The trip was dangerous and difficult.  

It took five months and covered 2,000 

miles!  Often, pioneers reached Oregon 

with few belongings and no money.  By 

1869, about 12,000 pioneers had 

traveled in wagon trains along the 

Oregon Trail to set up new communities 

and use the natural resources of the 

area to build new lives. 



Train Travel 

In 1869, the last spike was 

hammered down to connect a 

railroad in the west with one in the 

east.  It was called the 

transcontinental railroad since it 

stretched across the continent.  

People could now travel across the 

country by train much faster than 

by wagon train.  In time, other 

railroads were built and connected.  

These helped cities and towns grow 

and made it easier to move.  What 

used to take months, now took days! 



New Lives 
After Abraham Lincoln became 

president in 1861, the Civil War 

broke out between the states in 

the South and the states in the 

North.  The main issue was slavery.  

The South was for slavery and the 

North was against.  When the 

North won the Civil War and it 

ended in 1865,  African Americans 

were no longer slaves.  In the 

1890’s and early 1900’s, thousands 

of former slaves made the journey 

North to start a free life.  This 

was called the Great Migration. 



Vocabulary to Know… 
Culture - the way of life of a group of people 

Desert – hot, dry area 

Colony - a place that is ruled by another country 

Colonists – people who live in a colony 

Slavery – the practice of one person owning another person 

Frontier - the edge of the country where groups of people are just starting to 
settle 

Pioneers – groups of people who are the first to settle in a new area 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


